Glorious things of thee are spoken,
Zion, city of our God!

He whose word cannot be broken
formed thee for his own abode.

On the Rock of ages founded,

what can shake thy sure repose?

With salvation’s walls surrounded

thou may'st smile at all thy foes.

2. See! the streams of living waters,
springing from eternal love,

well supply thy sons and daughters
and all fear of want remove:

who can faint while such a river
ever flows their thirst to assuage?
Grace, which like the Lord the giver
never fails from age to age.

Benediction

3. Round each habitation hovering,
see the cloud and fire appear

for a glory and a covering,
showing that the Lord is near:
blest inhabitants of Zion,

washed in the Redeemer’s blood -
Jesus, whom their souls rely on,

makes them kings and priests to God.

4. Saviour, since of Zion's city

| through grace a member am,

let the world deride or pity,

| will glory in thy name:

fading are the worldling's pleasures,
all his boasted pomp and show;
solid joys and lasting treasures
none but Zion's children know.
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Notices & Matters for Prayer
Welcome to Oxford Pres! Whether this is your first service with us, or you attend regularly, we offer
you a warm welcome. Children’s activity sheets and crayons are available on the bookshelf. Please
let one of the Créche Stewards know if you'd like to use the livestream and créche room next door.
Advent Carol Service - Please join us at 5:30pm for our Advent Carol Service and invite your friends!
Mince pies and mulled wine will be served after the service.
Student Study Café — Monday, 9:15am-4:30pm at Union House, for all our students.
Rooted - for our undergraduate students, meets on Tuesday for pizza (7pm) and Bible study (7:30)
All-Church Central Prayer Meeting — do join us, this Thursday, 7 for 7:30pm, at Union House.
Stay & Play — Friday, 10am, for mums and toddlers. See this week’s email for further details.
Men'’s Pint at the Pub — Friday 7-9pm. Please see this week's email for more details
Women's Christmas Wreath Crafting — Friday 12th December, 7pm Join us for a relaxed evening
of crafting and invite a friend! For more information pick up a flyer. RSVP by 7™ Dec.
Christmas Carol Services — Sunday 21st December, 10:30am & 5:00pm.
Christmas Day Service — Sunday 25" December, 10am.

Scan to see all our
Christmas Events:

email

www.oxfordpres.co.uk | CCLI 1588630

Sunday, 30" November 2025, 10:30am

Welcome & Notices

Call to Worship

How lovely is your dwelling-place, LORD Almighty! My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts
of the LORD; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. Better is one day in your courts
than a thousand elsewhere; | would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than
dwell in the tents of the wicked. Psalm 84:1-2 & 10

Opening Prayer

O Lord of hosts, how lovely is your dwelling-place!
I cry aloud, I long for your abode;

the joys of earth have left my soul unsatisfied:

my heart and flesh desire the living God.

Within your walls the sparrow finds a nesting place,

that near your altars she may have her young:

how happy those who dwell within your house, O Lord,

by whom your holy praises are for ever sung!

2. How happy those who have in you the strength they need,
and in whose heart are Zion's pathways found!

The desert wastes they make a land of water-springs,

till autumn rains refresh the barren ground.

From strength to strength they journey on their pilgrimage,
until in God's own presence they appear:

O Lord of hosts, do good to your anointed one;

receive my earnest prayer: O God of Jacob, hear!

3. How better, far, a single day within your courts,

than thousands spent in any other way;

I'd rather wait upon the steps beside your door,

than pitch my tent where wickedness holds sway.

For like a shield the Lord defends and covers us;

he gives us grace and crowns with glory too,

and nothing good withholds from those that walk aright:
O Lord of hosts, how happy all who trust in you!

Psalm 84 | David G. Preston © 1986 The Jubilate Group | Tune: Londonderry Air



Call to Confession

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is
no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we
lie and do not live out the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. If we
claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 1 John 1:5-8

Confession of Sin

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed, through negligence, through weakness, through our own
deliberate fault. We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son Jesus
Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past and grant that we may serve you in newness
of life to the glory of your name. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from
all unrighteousness. 1John 1:9

Prayer of Thanksgiving

2. O Lord, my rock and my redeemer,
strong defender of my weary heart,

my sword to fight the cruel deceiver
and my shield against his hateful darts;
my song when enemies surround me,
my hope when tides of sorrow rise;

my joy when trials are abounding,

your faithfulness my refuge in the night.

O Lord, my rock and my redeemer,
greatest treasure of my longing soul;

my God, like you there is no other,

true delight is found in you alone.

Your grace a well too deep to fathom,
your love exceeds the heavens' reach;
your truth a fount of perfect wisdom,

my highest good and my unending need.

3. O Lord, my rock and my redeemer,
gracious Saviour of my ruined life;

my guilt and cross laid on your shoulders:

in my place you suffered, bled and died.

You rose, the grave and death are conquered;
you broke my bonds of sin and shame.

O Lord, my rock and my redeemer,

may all my days bring glory to your name.

Nathan Stiff © 2017 Sovereign Grace Worship

Children’s Talk
Collection of Tithes and Offerings
Prayer of Intercession

Confession of Faith

Minister: What is your only comfort in life and death?

Congregation: That | am not my own, but belong with body and soul, both in life and in
death, to my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with His precious
blood, and has set me free from all the power of the devil. He also preserves me in such a
way that without the will of my heavenly Father not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, all
things must work together for my salvation. Therefore, by His Holy Spirit He also assures me

of eternal life and makes me heartily willing and ready from now on to live for Him.

Though the nations rage,
kingdoms rise and fall,

there is still one King

reigning over all;

so | will not fear,

for this truth remains,

that my God is the Ancient of Days.

None above him, none before him,

all of time in his hands,

for his throne it shall remain and ever stand —
all the power, all the glory;

| will trust in his name,

for my God is the Ancient of Days.

Prayer for lllumination
Bible Reading: Revelation 22:6-21

Sermon: The Return of Christ

Heidelberg Catechism 1

2. Though the dread of night
overwhelms my soul,

he is here with me:

| am not alone.

O, his love is sure

and he knows my name,

for my God is the Ancient of Days.

3. Though | may not see

what the future brings,

| will watch and wait

for the Saviour-King;

then my joy complete,

standing face to face

in the presence of the Ancient of Days.
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