
We rest on Thee, our Shield and our Defender! 
We go not forth alone against the foe; 
Strong in Thy strength, safe in Thy keeping tender, 
We rest on Thee, and in Thy name we go. 

2. Yes, in Thy name, O Captain of salvation! 
In Thy dear name, all other names above; 
Jesus our righteousness, our sure foundation, 
Our Prince of glory and our King of love. 

3. We go in faith, our own great weakness feeling, 
And needing more each day Thy grace to know; 
Yet from our hearts a song of triumph pealing: 
We rest on Thee, and in Thy name we go. 

4. We rest on Thee, our Shield and our Defender! 
Thine is the battle; Thine shall be the praise! 
When passing through the gates of pearly splendour, 
Victors, we rest with Thee through endless days. 
Edith Adeline Gilling Cherry 1872-1897 

Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Notices & Matters for Prayer 
Welcome to Oxford Pres! Whether this is your first service with us, or you attend regularly, we offer 
you a warm welcome. Please collect children’s activity sheets and Bibles, if needed, on your way in, 
and let the Crèche Stewards know if you’d like to use the livestream and crèche room next door. 
Women’s Bible Study – Wednesday, 7pm at Robin’s house. 
Elders & Trustees Meeting – do pray for the elders and trustees of our church as they meet on 
Wednesday evening 
Home Groups meet Thursday evening for fellowship & Bible study. See this week’s email for details. 
Stay and Play is this Friday, 10-11:30am. See this week’s email for details. 

Please be responsible for your property and (parents) your children whilst you are with us. 
www.oxfordpres.co.uk  
CCLI 1588630 
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Sunday,11th January 2026, 5:00pm 

Welcome & Notices 

Call to Worship 
Kings of the earth and all nations, you princes and all rulers on earth, young men and women, 
old men and children. Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; 
his splendour is above the earth and the heavens. And he has raised up for his people a 
horn, the praise of all his faithful servants, of Israel, the people close to his heart. Praise the 
LORD. Psalm 148:11-14 

Opening Prayer 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven, 
to His feet your tribute bring; 
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
who like you His praise should sing? 
Praise Him! praise Him! 
praise Him! praise Him! 
praise the everlasting King. 

3. Father-like He tends and spares us, 
well our feeble frame He knows; 
in His hands He gently bears us, 
rescues us from all our foes: 
Praise Him! praise Him! 
praise Him! praise Him! 
widely as His mercy flows. 

2. Praise Him for His grace and favour 
to our fathers in distress; 
praise Him, still the same for ever, 
slow to chide and swift to bless: 
Praise Him! praise Him! 
praise Him! praise Him! 
glorious in His faithfulness.  

4. Angels, help us to adore Him; 
You behold Him face to face; 
sun and moon bow down before Him, 
dwellers all in time and space. 
Praise Him! praise Him! 
praise Him! praise Him! 
praise with us the God of grace. 

 Psalm 103 | Henry Francis Lyte, 1793-1847 

Confession of Sin 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 



Assurance of Pardon 
And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, ‘The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and 
gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to 
thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty 
unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the parents to the 
third and fourth generation.’. Exodus 34:6-7 

I hear the Saviour say, 
“Thy strength indeed is small, 
Child of weakness, watch and pray 
Find in me thine all in all.” 
Jesus paid it all, 
All to Him I owe; 
Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow. 
2. Lord, now indeed I find 
Thy power and Thine alone, 
Can change the leper's spots 
And melt the heart of stone. 
3. For nothing good have I 
Whereby Thy grace to claim; 
I'll wash my garments white 
In the blood of Calvary’s Lamb. 
4. And when, before the throne, 
I stand in Him complete, 
“Jesus died my soul to save,” 
My lips shall still repeat. 
Elvina Mabel Hall, 1865 

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession  

Confession of Faith 
We believe that God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ – by grace 
we have been saved – and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of 
his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace we have been saved through 
faith. And this is not our own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no 
one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. Amen. from Ephesians 2:4–10 

Holy Spirit, living breath of God, 
breathe new life into my willing soul. 
Let the presence of the risen Lord 
come renew my heart and make me whole. 
Cause your word to come alive in me; 
give me faith for what I cannot see, 
give me passion for your purity: 
Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 

2. Holy Spirit, come abide within, 
may your joy be seen in all I do; 
love enough to cover every sin, 
in each thought and deed and attitude, 
kindness to the greatest and the least, 
gentleness that sows the path of peace. 
Turn my strivings into works of grace; 
breath of God, show Christ in all I do. 

3. Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth, 
giving life to all that God has made, 
show your power once again on earth, 
cause your church to hunger for your ways. 
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise; 
lead us on the road of sacrifice, 
that in unity the face of Christ 
may be clear for all the world to see. 
Keith Getty & Stuart Townend © 2006 Thankyou Music  

Prayer for Illumination 

Bible Reading: Nehemiah 7 

Sermon: The Anatomy of a Reforming Church 

 

 

 


