Confession of Faith

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. Apostles’ Creed

Prayer of Thanksgiving

The LORD’s my Shepherd, leading me; 4. A feast you have prepared for me
| will not be in need. In sight of all my foes;

He'll make me lie in pastures green; And you anoint my head with oil,
By quiet waters lead. My full cup overflows.

2. And He restores my soul again;
He guides the steps | take

To walk along a righteous path,
All for his own name’s sake.

5. What love and goodness all my life
Will follow after me;

And in the LORD’s house evermore
My dwelling place will be.

Psalm 23 | Scottish Psalter | Tune: St Columba

3. Though in a valley dark as death,
No evil will | fear;

Your rod and staff, they comfort me,
For you are always near.

Benediction

Notices & Matters for Prayer
Welcome to Oxford Pres! Please help yourselves to Bibles and children’s activity sheets from the
welcome table in the lobby.
Parents & little ones are welcome to use the JI Packer Library, with comfy chairs, toys & livestream.
Please be respectful of the library furnishings. Nappy changing facilities are in the disabled WC.
After the service we will stack most of the chairs onto the trolleys, freeing up space to mingle;
maximum 16 chairs per trolley. To avoid accidents, please keep children away from the trolleys.
Refreshments will be served from the hatch — please take your drink then make way for others.
Evening Worship is at 5pm. Andy will be preaching on Joshua 14:6-14
Morning Prayer is on Tuesday from 7:30-8:00am on zoom. Further details are on the weekly email
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Please be responsible for your property and (parents) your children whilst you are with us.
Please be aware our services are livestreamed.
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Sunday 2" August 2026, 10:30am

Welcome & Notices

Call to Worship

For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens (he is God!), who formed the earth and
made it (he established it; he did not create it empty, he formed it to be inhabited!): “l am
the LORD, and there is no other. | did not speak in secret, in a land of darkness; | did not say

to the offspring of Jacob, ‘Seek me in vain. 'l the LORD speak the truth; | declare what is right.
Isaiah 45:18-19

Opening Prayer

Who has held the oceans in his hands?
Who has numbered every grain of sand?
Kings and nations tremble at his voice;

all creation rises to rejoice.

Behold our God, seated on his throne,
come, let us adore him.

Behold our King: nothing can compare,
come, let us adore him!

2. Who has given counsel to the Lord?

Who can question any of his words?

Who can teach the one who knows all things?
Who can fathom all his wondrous deeds?

3. Who has felt the nails upon his hands
bearing all the guilt of sinful man?

God eternal, humbled to the grave:
Jesus, Saviour risen now to reign!

Jonathan Baird, Meghan Baird, Ryan Baird, Stephen Altrogge
© 2011 Sovereign Grace Praise

Call to Confession:

“Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For | am God, and there is no other. By
myself | have sworn; from my mouth has gone out in righteousness a word that shall not
return: ‘'To me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear allegiance.’ Isaiah 45:22-23



Confession of Sin

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we
humbly repent, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

“Only in the LORD, it shall be said of me, are righteousness and strength; to him shall come
and be ashamed all who were incensed against him. In the LORD all the offspring of Israel
shall be justified and shall glory.” Isaiah 45:24-25

Prayer of Thanksgiving

King of kings, majesty,

God of heaven living in me,

gentle Saviour, closest friend,
strong deliverer, beginning and end,
all within me falls at your throne.

Your majesty, | can but bow,
I lay my all before you now.
In royal robes | don't deserve
I live to serve your majesty.

2. Earth and heaven worship you,

love eternal, faithful and true,

who bought the nations, ransomed souls,
brought this sinner near to your throne;
all within me cries out in praise.

Your majesty, | can but bow,

Jarrod Cooper © 1996 Sovereign Lifestyle Music

Children’s Talk
Collection of Tithes and Offerings *

Prayer of Intercession and for lllumination

Bible Reading: Ephesians 4:1-16

Sermon: How Jesus Grows the Church

Lord of the church, we pray for our renewing:
Christ over all, our undivided aim;

fire of the Spirit, burn for our enduing,

wind of the Spirit, fan the living flame!

We turn to Christ amid our fear and failing,

the will that lacks the courage to be free,

the weary labours, all but unavailing,

to bring us nearer what a church should be.

2. Lord of the church, we seek a Father's blessing,
a true repentance and a faith restored,

a swift obedience and a new possessing,

filled with the Holy Spirit of the Lord!

We turn to Christ from all our restless striving,
unnumbered voices with a single prayer:

the living water for our souls’ reviving,

in Christ to live, and love and serve and care.

3. Lord of the church, we long for our uniting,
true to one calling, by one vision stirred;

one cross proclaiming and one creed reciting,
one in the truth of Jesus and his word!

So lead us on, till toil and trouble ended,

one church triumphant one new song shall sing,
to praise his glory, risen and ascended,

Christ over all, the everlasting King!

Timothy Dudley-Smith © 1984 Author / Oxford University Press
Tune: Londonderry Air

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

All those who trust Christ alone for their salvation, are baptised and are humbly seeking to live
in obedience to the gospel are invited to partake of the Lord's Supper together, feeding on
Christ by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the bread and wine to pass
you by and take this opportunity to consider the offer of forgiveness of sins in Jesus alone.

A word to parents: baptised children are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper after they have
made a credible profession of faith and been received as communing members by the Elders
of the Church.



